FOI and Western Ferries  
 

By doing a standard Google keyword search, I have discovered the name of the public spirited individual whose request under FOI legislation led to the publication of papers for 1986 and 1987 on the Scottish Executive website at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1066/0021726.pdf
showing that the Scottish Office had prevented CalMac from increasing the frequency of its sailings on Gourock-Dunoon down the years, even though CalMac had shown that this would have reduced the need for public subsidy. 

 

The answer to this question is on the Scottish Information Commissioners website at;      

 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/appealsdecisions/decisions/Documents/decision067.htm 

 

Here the Commissioner says:

 

"Mr Ross requested a copy of the “relevant document that overrides the Scottish Office restrictions and permits or instructs Caledonian MacBrayne to provide peak sailings” between Gourock and Dunoon. He also requested financial information showing that extra sailings were provided on a commercial basis". 

 

The Commissioner adds

 

"31. In relation to Document 4, it was observed (by the Scottish Executive) that the letter contained many sensitive and confidential comments. The Scottish Executive noted that while there were often clear public interest arguments for the disclosure of information which might enhance public understanding of government policy and strategy on specific issues, in this case, release would inhibit substantially the free and frank exchange of views between officials in the sponsoring department of the Scottish Executive and Caledonian MacBrayne."

 

Rubbish.  The real reason the Scottish Executive did not want publication (especially of Document 4) is that it shows clearly and precisely how public policy and the public interest of users, taxpayers and dependent communities has been subverted and distorted for years simply to further the financial interests of the shareholders of Western Ferries. 

 

Be careful what you ask for under Freedom of Information.  You might get what you asked for.    

